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A lot of people on the frontlines in the fire
out there were volunteers. The reason | bring
that up is, it should remind us that the
strength of the country is not our military,
is not our pocketbooks; it’s the heart and soul
of people. The entrepreneurial spirit is the
strength of the country. The willingness for
people to volunteer in a fire department is
the strength of the country. And once you
realize how strong this country is in spirit,
you can't help but be optimistic about the
future.

Thank you for having me here, Doc. Lis-
ten, 1 want to thank you all for sharing your
stories. It's not easy to stand up in front of
all these cameras. I know. [Laughter] Al-
though the cameramen are fine people. But
it's—you were able to help us make a point,
that people who have lost work should have
hope, that with a little initiative, a little inge-
nuity, a little drive, there’s help for you. The
economy’s growing, new jobs are being cre-
ated. And we—there’s an opportunity, and
I hope you seize it. | hope you seize it, be-
cause there’s a wonderful, wonderful future
ahead for people who may at this moment
think their days are—the future is a little
dark. And we've got three citizens right up
here who are willing to see the—can see that
bright light. So thanks for coming.

Thank you all for coming.

NoTEe: The discussion began at 1:05 p.m. Partici-
pants in the discussion included: Gary M. Green,
president, Lucas D. Shallua, biotechnology pro-
gram coordinator, and Scott Hiner, Sandra Moser,
and Jan Robertson, students, Forsyth Technical
Community College; Richard Dean, president,
Wake Forest University Health Sciences; and Wil-
liam Dean, president, Idealliance. In his remarks,
the President also referred to Representative
Richard Burr of North Carolina; and Brian
Koontz, fire chief, County Line Volunteer Fire
Department.
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Presidential Determination No. 2004-08

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Waiver of Restrictions on Assistance
to Russia under the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 and Title V of the
FREEDOM Support Act

Consistent with the authority vested in me
by section 1306 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2003 (Public
Law 107-314), | hereby certify that waiving
the restrictions contained in subsection (d)
of section 1203 of the Cooperative Threat
Reduction Act of 1993 (22 U.S.C. 5952), as
amended, and the requirements contained in
section 502 of the FREEDOM Support Act
(22 U.S.C. 5852) during Fiscal Year 2004
with respect to the Russian Federation is im-
portant to the national security interests of
the United States.

I have enclosed the unclassified report de-
scribed in section 1306(b)(1) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2003, together with a classified annex.

You are authorized and directed to trans-
mit this certification and report with its clas-
sified annex to the Congress and to arrange
for the publication of this certification in the
Federal Register.

George W. Bush
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